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Belief, Tradition, Rite and Conservation of Thai Buffaloes: A Case Study of

Farmers in the Don Pru Sub-District of the Si Prachan District
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Abstract

The purposes of this research were to study 1) the belief, traditions and rituals about Thai
buffalo, (2) the influence factors on the belief, traditions and rituals that were related to Thai buffalo,
(3) the problems and obstacles in raising Thai buffalo and, (4) also the way of its conservation in
contributing the belief, traditions, rituals and buffalo raising of Donpru farmer, Sriprachan district
Supanburi province.

The research methodology was qualitative research. The information was collected from
twenty-six informants that can be identified as three of the village-learned farmers, three of community
leaders, two of Thai buffalo experts, and eighteen farmers. Research instruments were In-depth
interview inventory and Non-participated observation form. The data obtained was analyzed using the
descriptive analysis method.

The findings were revealed that; (1) the belief about the buffalo had been shown in many
significant perspectives such as the belief of “Khwan” of the buffalo, the appearances of buffalo, “Pa-
Ya” buffalo (the Lanna word that is used to represented to the dignified identification of the great
buffalo) and the belief of the buffalo that portrayed in the architectures as well as the various
agricultural rituals for example guardian spirit- respecting ritual, Khwan-raising ritual, buffalo-
apologetic ritual, buffalo fighting and buffalo racing ; (2) The influence factors on the related belief,
traditions and rituals were rooted in the Buddhism belief and agricultural social norm; (3) the
difficulties in raising the buffalo were the replacement of mechanical instruments in farming and the
problem of breeding improvement; (4) The change of agricultural system was the great obstacle in
contributing the buffalo conservation to promote the traditional belief and rituals.

Keywords: Buffalo, Conservation, Belief, Tradition, Ritua
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